COUNCIL WINS TOP ROAD SAFETY AWARD AFTER HELPING BUSINESSES COUNT THE £18bn COST OF ROAD CRASHES

An alarming number of companies have no idea how much road crashes cost their business, according to research undertaken among delegates attending a series of trailblazing seminars organised by Cambridgeshire County Council.

The award-winning eight-month pilot project saw representatives from 273 companies across Cambridgeshire - mainly small and medium enterprises - attend one of eight occupational road risk management seminars held in partnership with Cambridgeshire Constabulary, Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue, Peterborough City Council and RoadSafe.
Organised under the banner ‘Road Safety: We Mean Business’, the initiative has resulted in the county council’s Road Safety Education Team winning a prestigious 2008 Prince Michael International Road Safety Award for the programme, which officially concludes at the end of this year.

However, while formal funding for the project through a £93,000 Department for Transport grant comes to an end, promoting the importance of occupational road risk management to Cambridgeshire businesses will be taken on by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Road Safety Partnership.

The programme has been one of the key initiatives under the Government’s ‘Driving for Better Business’ initiative, which is managed by RoadSafe.

It has been calculated by the Campaign for Safe Road Design, of which RoadSafe is a member, that the cost of handling British road crashes is £18 billion per year - 1.5% of GDP. The figure includes the costs to emergency services and health and social care costs, particularly the costs of long term care to those disabled in road crashes. However, it excludes the substantial disruption and economic cost of road accidents, which amount to many billions more. 

And, despite the mountain of best practice evidence that shows that a comprehensive occupational road risk management programme saves companies cash and improves organisations’ efficiencies and productivity, 54% of delegates at the seminars had no idea how much work-related road crashes had cost their organisation within the last 12 months. 

Other research among companies attending the seminars revealed that: 

· 48% did not have a written road safety policy in place within their organisation

· Regular driver licence checks were undertaken at 65% of companies

· 70% of firms said they had vehicle maintenance schedules in place

· 60% of businesses planned to implement driving-related risk assessments in addition to the 30% which already had them in place.

Against that background, Jenny Stannard, who managed the project, said: “It is encouraging that the attendees strongly agreed that their organisation is concerned for its employees’ well-being, takes work-related road safety very seriously and that work-related road safety is supported by senior managers.”

The project’s aims were to assist local companies in understanding the legal requirement to manage work related road safety within their organisations, and to give them the tools and support necessary to write and implement their own work related road safety policies.

In the three years leading up to the launch of the safety initiative a total of 5,024 people either on a business-related journey or commuting to or from work were killed or injured on Cambridgeshire’s roads. Of those 109 people were killed and 635 seriously injured. In total 17,437 people were involved in personal injury road crashes in the county between January 2005 and December 2007.

While it is too early to complete an analysis of the impact of the programmes on crash rates, evidence from corporate ‘business champions’ already involved in the Government’s national ‘Driving for Better Business’ programme suggests that crash rates will fall significantly resulting in major corporate cost savings if a safe driving policy is implemented.

Ms Stannard said: “Engaging with companies on a local level within Cambridgeshire should have an effect on crash reduction rates within the county.”

The Department for Transport will now decide whether the concept behind the ‘Road Safety: We Mean Business’ programme is rolled out to other local authorities, but Ms Stannard said: “I believe the project provides a very good model for delivering work-related road safety to private and public sector organisations.”

On winning the Award, councillor Matt Bradney, cabinet member for growth and infrastructure in Cambridgeshire, said: “We are delighted with this award, as it recognises our commitment to reducing road crashes in the county - supporting businesses in developing both their road safety awareness and in fulfilling legal requirements. With so many road crashes involving a vehicle being driven for work, it is critical for us to continue this innovative project.”

‘Driving for Better Business’ programme manager Caroline Scurr said: “Many company directors simply do not understand their duty to their own drivers and others using our roads - the Cambridgeshire scheme has gone a long way to changing perceptions; it is a fine example which we hope other authorities will follow.”
Photo caption: Jenny Stannard, road safety project manager, Cambridgeshire County Council, receives the Prince Michael International Road Safety Award, from Judith Pearson, High Sheriff of Cambridgeshire, surrounded by ‘Road Safety: We Mean Business’ team members, and Adrian Walsh, RoadSafe director (back left). 

Note to Editors
The ‘Driving for Better Business’ programme being run by RoadSafe forms part of the Department for Transport’s ‘Driving for Work’ road safety strategy. The aim of programme is to develop a network of employers and champions to promote good practice in order to catalyze a reduction in the deaths and injuries caused by cars and vans used for business purposes. The programme is managed by RoadSafe, which is recognized as a leading forum for promoting and devising solutions to road safety problems. 

Roadsafe’s mission is to reduce road deaths and injuries through building partnerships between the motor industry and related companies, traffic engineers, the police and road safety professionals, promoting the safe design and use of vehicles and roads and encouraging education and innovation www.roadsafe.com
Further information about the Driving for Better Business programme is available at www.drivingforbetterbusiness.com. 

For further press information please contact Caroline Scurr or Ed James on 0207 344 9236.
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